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Ahead of vote, Senate mulls 
rules for medical marijuana 


BY DALE DENWALT 
Capitol Bureau 
ddenwalt@oklahoman.com 


The state Legislature 
is considering significant 
restrictions on the medi- 
cal marijuana industry 
ahead of a statewide vote 


in June on whether to 
approve its use. 

A Senate committee 
narrowly approved a host 
of regulations, including 
a limit on how many busi- 
nesses can be licensed 
to manufacture and sell 
medical marijuana. Sen- 


ate Bill 1120 would also 
let the Oklahoma Board 
of Health set the price of 
each dose a patient buys. 

“There's stuff in it 
that could be changed, 
because it's a work in 
progress,” said the bill’s 
author, state Sen. Ervin 


BY MEG WINGERTER 
Staff Writer 


mwingerter@oklahoman.com 
oore Public 
Schools got 


Ki a temporary 


addition to their clean- 
ing stafflast week when 
Norman Regional Health 
System lent out a robot 
to “zap” germs. 

The schools already have 
a robust cleaning system, 
with a well-trained cus- 
todial staff and their own 
robots that spray a chlo- 
rine mist, Superintendent 
Robert Romines said. But 
an extra layer of protection 
was worthwhile in build- 
ings that have had high 
absence rates due to ill- 
ness. 

“Anything that it can 
contribute to killing germs 
at the sites we’re using it is 
beneficial,” he said. 

The hospital is lend- 
ing the robots as part of 
an outreach program, said 


Clyde Brawner, direc- 
tor of environmental ser- 
vices at Norman Regional. 
They also lent the robots to 
schools in the Norman and 
Noble districts. 

The hospital decided 
to add the robots in 2016 
at the campuses on Por- 
ter Avenue and Tecumseh 


Road as part of an overall |! Z 


plan to reduce infections. 
The robots are used for 
patient rooms where the 
risk of spreading infections 
is higher, and for high- 
traffic areas such as public 
restrooms, Brawner said. 
The robot creates a 
14-foot-wide “bubble” 
of ultraviolet C light that 
kills germs on any exposed 
surface. Staff follow stan- 
dard cleaning procedures 
using detergent, clear out 
any clutter and turn the 
robot on, while they clean 
other areas, Brawner said. 
The robot can't move on its 
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\ 
Norman Regional lends out 
germ-zapping robot to schools 


f 


Yen. “As you can imag- 
ine, legalizing marijuana, 
there's a lot of moving 
parts with that.” 

It passed the Sen- 
ate Health and Human 
Services Committee on 
Monday by a 6-5 vote. 

The bill isn’t welcome 


( 
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LIGHTATRIKE 


news to Oklahomans for 
Health, the group that 
gathered enough sig- 
natures to place State 
Question 788 on the bal- 
lot. Organizer Chip Paul 
said any bill that begins 
by describing penalties 
for doctors is going the 


Norman Regional Health System has loaned , 
robots to area school districts to kill germs 
in classrooms. [PHOTO PROVIDED BY NORMAN 


REGIONAL] 


wrong direction. 

Paul also criticized how 
the bill would limit medi- 
cal marijuana only to 
certain patients, people 
with neuropathic pain, 
persistent muscle spasms 
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2 cases 
point to 
need for 
digital Rx, 
AG says 


BY KYLE SCHWAB 
Staff Writer 
kschwab@oklahoman.com 


TULSA — New prescrip- 
tion drug charges filed 
against two Tulsa County 
residents are the lat- 
est examples of why an 
“e-prescribing” law is 
necessary to battle the 
opioid epidemic, the state 
attorney general said 
Monday. 

David Todd Banfield, 
46, of Tulsa, and Tammy 
Lynn Logan, 45, of Sand 
Springs, were charged 
last week with two felony 
counts of obtaining by 
fraud or forgery a con- 
trolled dangerous sub- 
stance. Both are charged 
in Tulsa County District 
Court in separate cases. 

Attorney General Mike 
Hunter said it is too easy to 
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Tammy Lynn Logan 


Fate of ‘Dreamers’ still in limbo after Supreme Court rejects bid 


BY JESSICA GRESKO 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The 
Supreme Court on Mon- 
day rejected the Trump 
administration’s highly 
unusual bid to bypass a 
federals appeals court 


TODAY’S PRAYER 


Dear God, only in You will we be 


able to discern goodness and 
evil. Amen. 


and get the justices to 
intervene in the fate of 
a program that protects 
hundreds of thousands of 
young immigrants from 
deportation. 

The announcement 
means the case affect- 
ing “Dreamers” will have 


Business 1C Life 


Classified 1E Opinion 
Comics 6E Sports 
Deaths 5A Stocks 


to work its way through 
the lower courts before 
any Supreme Court rul- 
ing is possible. The case 
could also become moot 
if Congress takes action 
in the meantime. Right 
now, however, efforts to 
address the issue in Con- 
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gress have hit a stale- 
mate. 

The Supreme Court’s 
decision for now to stay 
out of the case on the 


Obama-era Deferred 
Action for Childhood 
Arrivals program, or 


DACA, wasn’t surpris- 
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ing. It’s highly unusual 
for the Supreme Court to 
hear a case before a lower 
appeals court has consid- 
ered it. 

But DACA support- 
ers hailed the decision 
as a significant — if only 
temporary — win. Trump 
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said the case would now 
be heard by an appeals 
court and “we’ll see what 
happens from there.” 
“You know, we tried 
to get it moved quickly 
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